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PREFACE 


On September 25 1985 Governor George Deukmejian signed into law A B 2104 
(Chapter 965 of the Statutes of 1985) This legislation established under the 
administration of the California State Archives a State Government Oral History 
Program to provide through the use of oral history a continuing documentation of 
state policy development as reflected m California s legislative and executive history 

The following interview is one of a series of oral histones undertaken for inclusion in 
the state program These interviews offer insights into the actual workings of both the 
legislative and executive processes and policy mechanisms They also offer an 
increased understanding of the men and women who create legislation and implement 
state policy Further they provide an overview of issue development in California 
state government and of how both the legislative and executive branches of 
government deal with issues and problems facing the state 

Interviewees are chosen primarily on the basis of their contributions to and influence 
on the policy process of the state of California They include members of the 
legislative and executive branches of the state government as well as legislative staff 
advocates members of the media and other people who played significant roles m 
specific issue areas of major and continuing importance to California 

By authorizing the California State Archives to work cooperatively with oral history 
units at California colleges and universities to conduct interviews this program is 
structured to take advantage of the resources and expertise m oral history available 
through California s several institutionally based programs 
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Participating as cooperation institutions in the State Government Oral History 
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The establishment of the California State Archives State Government Oral History 
Program marks one of the most significant commitments made by any state toward the 
preservation and documentation of its governmental history It supplements the often 
fragmentary historical written record by adding an organized primary source 
enriching the historical information available on given topics and allowing for more 
thorough historical analysis As such the program through the preservation and 
publication of interviews such as the one which follows will be of lasting value to 
current and future generations of scholars citizens and leaders 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SUMMARY 


Trudy Davis Owens was bom January 20 1915 m London Ontario Canada At 
an early age she moved with her mother Libby Rosenthal Davis to Los Angeles 
where they lived with relatives including her aunt and uncle Mollie and Herbert 
Harvey After her mother passed away Mrs Owens was sent to join relatives in Mt 
Brydges a community outside of London Mrs Owens returned to Los Angeles to 
live with Mollie and Herbert Harvey and attended Thomas Starr King school and 
Belmont High School 

After completing high school Mrs Owens worked for the department store 
Eastern Columbia She joined Harvey Aluminum not long after marrying her husband 
Ralph J Owens A young mother of two children Patricia and Timothy Mrs Owens 
first became politically active when she met Jesse M Unmh and worked on Democrat 
Esther Murray s 1950 campaign for Congress Other campaigns Mrs Owens became 
involved in include Allan K Jonas s 1952 run for the California State Assembly 
Edmund G Pat Brown s 1958 gubernatorial race and John F Kennedy s 1960 bid 
for president She was active in state Democratic Party politics serving as president 
of the Democratic State Central Committee s Women s Division In addition she was 
a delegate to the several Democratic National Conventions After the assassination of 
Robert F Kennedy Mrs Owens decided to devote her time to a full time job and gave 
up her political activities 
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[Session 1 April 19 2004] 

[Begin Tape 1 Side A] 

YATES Good morning Mrs Owens 
OWENS Good morning Susan 

YATES It s very nice to meet with you and good to see you up and about 
OWENS I certainly am glad to be up and about after sitting so much 
YATES So what we re going to start with is some background some life history You 
told me when we met for a pre interview that you were bom in London 
Ontario m Canada 
OWENS Yes 

YATES So what s the date of your birth 9 
OWENS January 20 th 1915 I m eighty nine 

YATES Amazing—and doing very well For the record what are the names of your 
parents 9 

OWENS My mother was Libby Rosenthal and my father was Samuel [Davis] 

YATES Now you told me you came to Los Angeles basically at the age of one I 
think it was 9 

OWENS Yes I was just about a year old 
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YATES 

OWENS 

YATES 

OWENS 


YATES 

OWENS 


Do you know why your family came to L A 7 

Yes My mother had five sisters and the oldest one my Aunt Sarah—her 
name was Sarah Lemer—and her family had come to California My mother 
and father didn t get along too well and she decided to bring me with her and 
come to live with my Aunt Sarah who was married and had two daughters and 
a son who were adults 

I don t really remember too much about where we lived I think my 
grandmother came out with us because my mother needed somebody to help 
her take care of me while she got a job which she did She worked at Platt 
Music Company which was in downtown Los Angeles She was a secretary 
Now you grew up in Los Angeles 
Yes 

Now where did you live 7 What part of LA did you live in as you were 
growing up 7 

Well my aunt Mollie and uncle Herbert Harvey lived on Coronado Terrace 
which was over near Silver Lake area I went to Logan Street School and I 
used to walk It was a mile Our neighbors were Amy Semple MacPherson 
and her famous temple was there A lot of the women that worked for her or 
were m her temple woie these long white skirts and black capes 
Just like the photos you see of her dressed similarly 7 
Yes We had a radio at home It was just a little battery with like this 
speaker and we couldn t get anything except Amy preaching Her signal was 
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OWENS 

YATES 

OWENS 

YATES 

OWENS 

YATES 

OWENS 

YATES 

OWENS 

YATES 

OWENS 


so overpowering that And I used to listen to her fascinated She would 
ask for money and Please I don t like the jingle of coins Paper is better 
I went to school with a lot of the children whose parents belonged to the 
church and they used to say how she got more money than the family ever did 
They were always hungry and she was just not a nice person I used to bring 
my lunch and on Wednesdays I used to walk home for lunch—it was a mile— 
because my Uncle Herbert got his paycheck They used to give it to me in an 
envelope and I d drop it off at the bank on my way back to school 
Wow That s a big responsibility 
Yes 

You mentioned your aunt Mollie and uncle Herbert Harvey 
Yes 

So this is the connection with Carmen Warschaw s family 7 
Yes Her father and my Uncle Herbert were brothers 
I see 

And my aunt Mollie Well that s the connection 

That s the connection 

Yes 

I m sorry Did you say you were living with them with your aunt Mollie and 
uncle Herbert 9 

Yes She had a son When I came to live with her they had built a house 
They waited until they had built a house because they mamed just before my 
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mother died Mollie was working at Harvey Machine Company and she 
couldn t take care of me although she d promised my mother that she would 
So that s why they sent me back to Canada with my grandmother and I 
lived on a farm just outside of London and I went to a school It was a one 
room schoolhouse I was a very precocious kid I was always making trouble 
and my mother was always having to move because wherever we lived I d 
fight with the other kids 
[Interruption] 

We just had a little brief interruption You were just saying that your family 
moved around a fair amount Is that right 9 

My mother and I used to move around a lot She was working at Platt Music 
Company and there was a flu epidemic and she came home At that time we 
were still living with my Aunt Sarah and her family My mother came home 
and said Somebody sneezed in my face And she came home and she had a 
fever and she was m bed We had a big double bed upstairs in their house 
And I can just see her She was lying m that bed and they told me she wasn t 
going to live 

So I went upstairs and I said I want to kiss her And I did And that 
was the last time I saw her 

Now you would have been really young You were bom 

I was seven I was seven when she died 

OK Because the flu epidemic was 1917 This is a later 
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This was later 

OK I mjust trying to understand approximately the time 
Yes 

So you were living with your Aunt Sarah then when she died 
Yes And they decided that they d better send me back to Canada to live with 
one of the other sisters who had a farm in Mt Brydges which was a suburb of 
London There was another aunt and uncle that lived in London that was my 
aunt Minnie [Lemer] and her husband was Uncle Max [Lemer] 

So is that where you grew up after the age of seven 7 

No No I stayed there from the time I was seven until I was nine I was in 
school in class and I was nine years old I had already reached the seventh 
grade because with a one room schoolhouse and I knew how to read before I 
went there And my cousin Rube Homstem—their name was Homstem—was 
two years older than I and he and I and the boy next door—his name was 
Donald but I don t remember his last name—used to walk to school 
When it was snowing the mailman who drove the horse and buggy 
would stop and pick me up but he d never pick up the boys But we always 
walked through all the big snowdrifts so by the time we got to school we were 
really soaking wet and we had to take off our outer garments and put them by 
the heater at the back of the schoolroom 

And one day when I was m class my cousin Miriam [Lemer] who was 
Aunt Sarah s daughter—she was an adult—came to the school and said to the 
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teacher I have to take her out of school because I m taking her with me to 
New York She was a private secretary to E L Doheny and they had then 
own railroad car 

So we got on the train and it was at night and when we came to the 
border I was not a citizen of the United States but she said when they 
came the inspector came to see who was crossing the border she said Oh 
she s just a baby She s just a baby 

And so we got into New York and in New York my uncle Maurice and 
aunt Ida [Rosenthal] lived in a very large apartment building on the twentieth 
floor I think of this apartment building 

And Miriam said I m going to leave you with Aunt Ida because she has 
time to take care of you because I have to be working And when we re ready 
to go back to California I 11 pick you up and take you So my Aunt Ida they 
had no children Uncle Maurice worked for United Cigar Stores and he 
ultimately became the owner of United Cigars 

But she took me shopping because I didn t have any decent clothes She 
bought me shoes and she bought me dresses She bought me underwear I 
have a picture that She took a picture of me a photo She went to a studio 
to take pictures of me sitting there in my new finery 

And I was so excited to be in New York because when I lived on the 
farm they had the Book of Knowledge in their library at the farm and I used to 
read all about the things in New York I was so excited to see the What 
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OWENS 


YATES 


was the tall building 7 
Empire State Building 7 

No It was before that It was the Woolworth Building 
Of course yes 

Yes And we went there My Aunt Ida took me to lunch and she took me to 
see the sights of New York We had a wonderful time 

And then Miriam came back and said We re going back to California 
now So we got on Mr Doheny s train and he was a very nice gentleman 
He was so nice to me We had our own compartment and whenever we 
stopped at a station he would buy me an ice cream cone if there was one 
available 

We eventually arrived back m Los Angeles It was around Just before 
the Fourth of July I think My aunt Mollie and uncle Herbert were at the 
station to meet me and they took me home And Walter their son Walter was 
nine months old They had a dog an Airedale named Jerry and Jerry was very 
protective of Walter who was just learning to walk I went over to him and he 
Walter fell down and I went to pick him up and Jerry jumped on me and he 
had my whole face m his mouth 

And my aunt Mollie said Jerry let her go And Jerry did And from 
then on Jerry protected me as well We lived on Coronado Terrace which 
was up on a hill 

So you basically the rest of the time then lived with your aunt Mollie 7 
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Yes I lived there until I was through school and I got a job 
You went to Belmont High School Is that right 9 

Yes yes I went to Belmont High I went to Logan Street School grammar 
school and they had just started what they called an intermediate school 
which is now like a middle school So I was in the eighth grade when I went to 
that school [Thomas Starr King] and we were in the second graduating class 
Then I went from there to Belmont 

I stayed at Belmont until I finished school and then I decided I wanted to 
get a job They had a friend who was an optometrist His name was [Dr 
Nathan] Saltzman He hired me to come and work for him and he was in 
downtown Los Angeles at Seventh and Hill Street I think I used to answer 
the phone and make appointments and he showed me how to use the 
equipment to test eyes where they d look m something and move I worked 
there I got eight dollars a week 
Did you continue to live with your aunt and uncle 9 
Yes I was still living with my aunt Mollie I decided I was going to get a 
better job if I could One of my friends was working for somebody downtown 
and I applied for a job at Eastern Columbia which was a department store It s 
still The building is still there in downtown LA It s a big sort of green 
building 

They were hiring for Christmas so I went over and I put in my 
application and I said that I needed the job because I was an orphan They 
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said Well can you type 7 And I said yes And they said Well we 11 put 
you to work typing address labels So I did that for a while 

And one of the buyers came over and said You re a good typist How 
would you like to work for us 7 They had a window and people would come 
to see the buyers There was one buyer for furniture another was for carpet 
and the third one was for home furnishings like silverware and china things 
like that 

So I worked there for Oh and then I met my husband We got 
married and I didn t want them to know at work that I was married because I 
was afraid I would lose my job So I had a ring that fit over my wedding ring 
and I put that on 

YATES You got married in 1935 Is that right 7 
OWENS Yes 

YATES Your husband s name was Ralph [J ] Owens 
OWENS Yes 

YATES So you got married young You were twenty 

OWENS Yes I was twenty 

YATES But you wanted to keep working 

OWENS Yes Well he didn t have a very big job He worked for a directory company 
downtown RL Polk 


YATES I m sorry what was the name 7 

OWENS The company he worked for was R L Polk and Company 
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YATES 

OWENS 

YATES 

OWENS 

YATES 

OWENS 


So your working helped out 

Yes So I was working Before we got married he didn t have a car and he 
said to me If you ve got fifteen dollars and will lend it to me I can buy a 
car So I had this money because I d been living not making a lot but I had 
saved some money And I always said the reason he married me was because 
he didn t want to pay me back the fifteen dollars 
For the car 

For the car So we had a car I used to go to work at Eastern Columbia on the 
streetcar In those days when it rained the streets got flooded and when I d 
get off the streetcar I d be up to my knees in water 
Now once you got married where did you live 7 

We lived in We rented an apartment on Coronado Street which was just 

across We were on Sunset and Coronado Terrace 

So near where you d been living with your aunt and uncle 

Right And then we moved again My aunt Mollie said They had bought 

a piano for me and whenever we moved we had to move the piano We 

didn t own any furniture but we owned this piano So it was always expensive 

to move But we moved all over 

And finally I think we were married about five years and he was doing 
better He d gotten a better job and I decided that I was going to quit working 
When I finished working at Eastern Columbia Lawrence Harvey called and 
asked me if I wouldn t come to work at Harvey Aluminum And I said Well 
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I am planning to start raising a family So he said Well why don t you 
come and work for us until you get pregnant So I said Fine 
What did you do there'? 

I was a secretary Leo Harvey used to dictate letters to me He spoke very 
broken English but I knew what he was trying to say I took shorthand and I 
used to read back to him and I d say what I knew he meant to say And he 
thought—Fie s pretty smart He says I really said I said that just right 
didn t Y> And I said Yes you did And I d type up the letters and he d 
sign them 

He used to call me on Sundays and say Why don t we go down to the 
shop —-he always referred to the company business as the shop — and write 
some letters 
On Sunday 

On Sunday Yes So he said And maybe you can come home with us for 
dinner or for lunch or whatever So Ralph used to drive me 
To the shop 9 

To the shop We d go there and Leo would dictate all these letters and I d type 
them up Then we d drive out to They lived in La Canada m a huge 
On a huge estate—twenty eight room house 
Beautiful view 9 

A beautiful view lot of acreage That s where Carmen lived and that s where 
she got married 



12 


YATES 

OWENS 

YATES 

OWENS 


YATES 

OWENS 

YATES 

OWENS 
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OWENS 


Now had you met Carmen earlier on when you were young 7 

Well yes I m two years older than Carmen Yes As soon as I knew the 

Harveys I knew Carmen 

OK I didn t know if you d spent any time together 

Yes we did We hit it off very well La Canada was so isolated and they had 

this long driveway from the street So she used to come and spend weekends 

with me on Coronado Terrace because we had a lot of kids and a lot of 

friends and we d go to the movies 

So is this before she got married 7 

Yes this was when we were quite young 

Oh as kids OK 

We were just kids Then I used to go out there and spend weekends We just 
enjoyed each other s company and to this day we re still best friends 
Amazing So you re at Harvey Aluminum You re working there until you get 
pregnant 7 

Yes And then my daughter [Patricia Owens] was bom in 1941 October 30 th 
And then you have a son also Right 7 

Yes My son [Timothy Owens] was bom five years later The war came 
along We were renting a little house in Los Angeles and I was watching the 
landlord He was pruning the hedge Patty was just a baby and Ralph had 
gone to the plant I think I don t know how he got Leo Harvey went to 
the plant and called Ralph and said Come over Can you come and be here to 
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take me back 7 

And so it was December 7 th 1941 and I m sitting there on a stool a little 
chair watching the landlord do this pruning and Ralph called and said They 
just declared war Japan just attacked Pearl Harbor And I told the landlord 
Ralph had heard it on the radio while he was sitting in the car and he rushed in 
and told Leo Then he called me and he came home and we decided the best 
thing we could do was just stay where we were We weren t going to go 
anyplace 

We stayed m that little house and the war started And my neighbor or 
my landlord was single so he was drafted and he went off to war And we 
said Well we re just going to stay here This little house is fine 

[While we were living m the little rented house a woman came by and 
asked me to sign a petition so her brother could get on the ballot to run for a 
city office I declined saying I would have to know more about him and she 
said he was a very good man I decided that I needed to know more about 
people before I d vote for them I had become a naturalized citizen of the 
United States in September of 1941 I was anxious to vote for the first time 
This was when I became pregnant with my daughter Patricia I remember 
taking the oath of Naturalization in a large auditorium and I was very pregnant 
Patricia was bom on October 30 1941 Carmen s mother Lena Harvey was 
always interested in operations I think she would have liked to be a doctor 
herself She was the first person I saw when I woke up from my Caesarian 
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surgery My husband was holding my hand ] ! 

After about I don t know several months the landlord came back and he 
said They decided I was too old so now I have to move into my house and 
you re going to have to find a place to live So our neighbors lived m an 
apartment over the garages next door and they said they d just bought a house 
and we were welcome to come and stay in their apartment over this garage 
We were there and it woiked out fine until Housing was very hard to 
come by and the neighbors said We re selling our house and moving to a 
better house so you re going to have to find a place to live 

So we decided the only thing we could do would be buy a house of our 
own One of our friends was a plumbing contractor for a tract of houses that 
were being built The war was just over They had started their project before 
the war started and it was on hold until they were able to go back to work 
And the plumbing contractor said to the builder I have a friend who needs a 
house and you have to sell him a house or you re not going to get your 
plumbing So that s how we bought our house and it was on Jefferson 
Boulevard It was right across from the railroad tracks It was a very noisy 
place We lived there and people would come over and they d hear these 
YATES Hear the trams 9 
OWENS trains crashing together 

1 Mrs Owens added the preceding bracketed material during her review of the 
draft transcript 
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I hope you got a good deal on the house 

Well I can t remember It was a good price It was I think $12 500 
something like that The payments were fine Leo Harvey used to come by 
and he d always bring food He d always figure he was going to come by and 
have dinner and he d always bring enough food for an army So we always 
had chicken and all kinds of stuff 
So he d bring things that were already cooked 9 

Yes Everything was already cooked and he d come and he d say My god 
what s that noise 9 We said It s the trams 

Now at what point This is around 1946 45 46 that you moved into this 
house 9 

Yes Tim was bom in 46 and we moved into our house and that s the time 
we moved into our house because Ralph said We re going to have the new 
baby and we d better move into this house so we have two bedrooms or 
three bedrooms We had three bedrooms So we moved into the house and 
that s when It was 46 and Tim was a baby Patty was just starting school 
and there was a field across the street from us I used to take Tim in his baby 
buggy and walk Patty to school It was about a half a mile I guess across this 
field 

You had stopped working right at Harvey Aluminum 9 
Yes Id stopped working before As soon as I got pregnant 
With Patty 9 With your daughter 9 
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OWENS Yes Let s see 

YATES I was going to ask you now when we had chatted for your pre interview it 
sounds like around this time you started becoming politically active Is that 
right 9 

OWENS Yes Yes 

YATES What happened 9 

OWENS When we moved into this house on Jefferson Boulevard the first thing we did 
because we were Ralph loved to garden and we had joined the garden 
club We used to meet and they used to meet at different houses There were 
probably the Thrifts I remember the Thrifts because they had a daughter 
named Prudence which I always thought was an interesting name Prudence 
Thrift And we became good friends later 

Anyway the garden club used to meet at different houses and we d talk 
about things to plant and about our gardens And my neighbor two doors 
down called me and said Would you like to meet a woman who s running for 
Congress 9 Her name is Esther Murray And I said Sure So we went over 
to their house and Ralph and I were the only ones there because they didn t 
know any of the neighbors So I said to Esther Murray If I have a house 
meeting would you come to my house 9 It s just two doors away And she 
said Yes I d love to So I called the garden club and I had They were 
sitting on the floor and everybody came because it was very exciting to meet 
a woman who was running for Congress So her campaign manager was Jesse 
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[M ] Unruh 

So that s the first time you met him 7 
Yes That s when I met Jesse 

So he came to the event at your house or was he already at this other one'? 

No He was already working for her Tim was just a baby m a stroller Patty 
was m school And I said I d like to help in her campaign And I said I 
could type stickers or I could deliver leaflets Anything I could do with Tim 
in the stroller because he had had polio when he was three and we didn t 
know what it was until he had to go to Children s Orthopedic Hospital and 
they immediately knew what it was 

Lawrence Harvey was the treasurer for Esther Murray s campaign and he 
said to me If I give Ralph a typewriter to take home will you type letters for 
me*? And I said Sure 

I m just checking my dates As I remembered Esther Murray ran for Congress 
in 1950 Does that sound right 9 
Yes it was 1950 

So that was the first event you really went to political event 
Yes 

Had you been interested in politics much prior to that 9 
No See I had to get my citizenship because of being bom in Canada and I 
decided that as long as I was now a citizen I wanted to know who I was voting 
for Some woman came to the door and told me her brother was running for I 
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don t know [California State] Assembly Congress something and I said 
Well I need to know more about him And she said Well 111 find out 
what She didn t seem to know too much her brother s What he was 
running for 

So I called Jesse because he was running Esther Murray s campaign and 
I said Somebody is asking me to do something for her brother s campaign 
And I said Since you re running Esther Murray s campaign I d rather do 
work for you And he was delighted to find a volunteer 
YATES So you went to work on her campaign then? 

OWENS So I went to work on her campaign I typed address labels and then I typed 
letters for Lawrence thank you letters Ralph would take the letters I d type 
the letters and Ralph would take them to the office and Lawrence would sign 
them and they d mail them And finally Lawrence said There were so 
many letters Lawrence said Listen Ralph can sign them You don t have 
to He doesn t have to bring them to Just have him sign the letters and 
put them in the envelopes and we 11 mail them So I did that 
YATES Hold on a second We re at the end of this side 
[End Tape 1 Side A] 

[Begin Tape 1 Side B] 

YATES So now by the time of Esther Murray s campaign were you a U S citizen? 
OWENS Yes I was a citizen and this was my first chance to It was 1950 and it was 
my first chance to vote Glenn Anderson was running for something He was 



m Culver City at some event and I remember taking Tim We went to hear 
him speak And let s see I wasn t too impressed with him Anyway I was 
working for Jesse for Esther Murray and I couldn t do any more than that 
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YATES And so what was Jesse Unruh like 9 What were your impressions of him 9 
OWENS He was very bright My cousin Miriam was mamed to a man that worked in 
the railroad for the railroad and Jesse worked for the railroad and so I think 
that that s probably why when I told Jesse I said My cousin Miriam her 
husband works for the railroad too And Jesse said Oh yeah I know him 
Arthur [Fisher] Anyway 
YATES So you had that connection 
OWENS Yes 

YATES So you go to work on Esther Murray s campaign doing basic It s all 
volunteer Right 9 
OWENS Yes 

YATES And how much would you interact with Jesse Unruh on this campaign 9 
OWENS Well he used to tell everybody that he thought I was the best volunteer he had 
because he said Here she is with a little boy who had polio and she doesn t 
mind walking around pushing his cart and doing all the things that need to be 
done And he says She s my best volunteer 

I guess we always had that same relationship because in later years when 
he ran [John F ] Kennedy s campaign and anybody else s campaign and there 
was a campaign when I think it was John Kennedy s campaign and Jesse was 
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m charge of it and he divided the district of the South Bay into sections And 
he asked me And he was paying people to work and he asked me if I 
would be responsible for this area that went from Westchester to the coast and 
over to not Long Beach but over about probably to Wilmington 
Wilmington 9 
Something like that 

This is the 1960 presidential campaign 9 

This was the 1960 presidential campaign And he said I 11 pay you I forget 
how much He was going to pay me money and I could hire people to work 
as many as I needed to cover all the streets in this district 
When you say you re responsible for that area what does that mean 9 What 
were you responsible for 9 

I had to hire people to take sections streets and cover them to go and talk to 
the people to deliver literature 
To promote Kennedy 9 

Promote Kennedy And Jesse said he d pay the people so much a week and 

he d pay me And I said I m not doing this for money I 11 be glad to pay the 

workers but I said I don t want any money So he thought that was very 

generous of me Well I didn t need the money 

Your husband was doing all right 9 

My husband was doing fine and we had this house 

So you jumped ahead to 1960 What other campaigns did you work on before 
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then in connection to Jesse Unruh 7 

Well I worked for Allan [K ] Jonas who ran for the assembly 

What year was that 7 I couldn t track down his name I think when we talked 

you thought it was 1950 Was it another year 7 

I think it was 52 

OK So you worked on that And Unruh did he run that campaign 7 
No No Jim Armstrong ran that campaign and I worked with Jim We set up 
a headquarters in Redondo [Beach] Somebody donated an old furniture store 
And Jim and I worked Jim was teaching school and he d been involved in 
politics way back We got along very well and we ran Allan s campaign But 
it was a Republican district and [Charles Edward] Charlie Chapel was the 
incumbent I used to see him down at the drugstore in the plaza and he d say 
What s a nice girl like you doing running politics 7 You should be staying 
home and having children 
What did you say 7 

So I said I have all the children I need thank you 

So it sounded like you naturally gravitated toward the Democratic Party 

I was always a Democrat My family were always Democrats 

So that was an automatic 

That was just automatic 

So you worked on Esther Murray s campaign 1950 and then the next 
campaign you worked on was Allan Jonas 
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Allan Jonas and he didn t win Then I worked for a guy named Chuck 
Sonner who ran in 54 

Was that also the state level 9 I didn t check the 1954 elections 

He was running against Charlie Chapel for the assembly and he couldn t win 

So two tries by two different people 

Yes Right And then one day I got a call from Alex Pope who was an 
attorney He lived in Westchester and he said I ve been invited to come to a 
meeting with Elizabeth Snyder and Jim Thrift and one other person And he 
says I can t go It s on Saturday and it s downtown at It s to meet with 
[Edmund G ] Pat Brown [Sr ] He s trying to decide whether to run for 
[U S ] senator against the incumbent I forget his name or run for governor 
So we went to this meeting and 
That would have been Goodwin Knight right 9 
Yes That was Goodie Knight Right 

Was this a meeting of part of the Democratic Party or just an informal group 9 
No this was an informal group that Elizabeth Snyder I think was the one who 
called the group together There were just [three] of us meeting with Pat 
Brown And Pat was very indecisive He didn t know He d keep saying 
I d make a great senator And we said Well we think you d make a great 
governor So anyway we decided that We talked with Pat for a while 
Then we left and we went downstairs to like a coffee shop And the [three] 
of us not Pat met and talked And we decided that Pat Brown would be good 
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as a governor but lie certainly would not be a good senator And Pat was 
going over to Hawaii Some friend [Ed Pauley] of his had a place over there 
So anyway when he came back we told him that we d decided he d better 
run for governor he d make a much better governor and besides Goodwin 
Knight was pretty well entrenched and Pat had a better chance of running for 
governor than he did a senator 

YATES Now why did you think he d be a better governor? Why did the group think 
that than a senator U S senator? 

OWENS Well because he wasn t a senatorial type Pat was kind of a plodding 
character He could govern but he couldn t direct 
YATES So you picked that up just even from that one meeting with him? 

OWENS Yes 

YATES Or you must have known something about him 

OWENS Yes We decided just Well we d interviewed him and just from what he 

said we decided and I remember Liz saying Wed better talk him into 
running for governor So we did 
YATES Now but in 1954 he ran for attorney general 
OWENS Yes That was See this was 58 
YATES Oh the meeting you had was in 58 
OWENS Yes 


YATES OK Because I thought when we d met before you d said that this meeting 
with Liz Snyder that Alexander Pope couldn t go to was in 54 but the one 
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you re talking about is 58 

It was 58 That was the year that Pat first got elected 
Right OK Well jumping back a little bit you were talking about how you 
got involved in these campaigns What about your involvement in any 
Democratic clubs 7 

I helped to organize the Palos Verdes Democratic Club and I also At that 
time we also had the Hollywood Riviera Democratic Club I don t know there 
were several There was one in Manhattan Beach one in Westchester But I 
was never too involved with those clubs because I couldn t figure out what 
purpose they had And I decided that as long as I m going to work for the 
governor I m going to go downtown and work I m not going to work 
Work to get him elected 7 

Yes I m not going to work locally anymore because I don t think we 11 ever 

win an election in the South Bay because it s too Republican 

So when you say downtown what do you mean 7 With a club downtown 7 

No no I mean with the [Pat Brown for Governor] headquarters 

So you naturally just gravitated towards that group 

Yes Well see when I first worked for Allan Jonas each candidate could 

appoint someone to the Democratic State Central Committee and Allan 

appointed me 

I see 

Because he said I was the only one that really worked for him 
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So this is 52 then 

Yes His parents owned clothing stores and so to thank me because I 
wouldn t take money he used to buy bring clothes for me to try on and he d 
give me I had several beautiful dresses that he gave me And I said You 
know it s enough already Allan I have plenty of clothes 
So he was the one who appointed you to 

Yes Originally he appointed me to the Democratic State Central Committee 
So what about the women s groups 9 We were talking I remember reading 
and looking at [oral history] interviews that there was let s see the 
Democratic Women s Forum 
Yes 

And you got involved in that right 9 

Yes I got involved in that through Rosemary de Camp Rosemary was a 
member 

And how did you know her 9 

She was my neighbor down the street She lived in the Hollywood Riviera 
and while we were building our house 
The one we re in now 9 

Yes I volunteered to go collecting for the Red Cross or some And I went 
door to door down there that area and Rosemary came to the door When I 
told her I was collecting for the Red Cross she was the only one in a whole 
block who gave me a check for ten dollars We talked about Kennedy and she 
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just loved Kennedy And we became friends 

Kennedy was coming to make a speech at the World Affairs Council I 
think in downtown Los Angeles 
So this is early in his political career then 

Yes And Rosemary said Let s go She had meantime bought herself a 
white Rolls Royce and when we drove on the freeway in that white Rolls 
Royce every car looked at us because I mean you didn t see too many Rolls 
Royces and a white one yet 

So we got downtown to the World Affairs Council and the tables were all 
set up We went real early because we wanted to be sure and get a good seat 
So the head table was like this [gestures] and then the tables were like 
this So we got there before anyone else practically and waited until they 
opened the doors We dashed m and we sat across from each other It was 
Kennedy 

You were at the head table 9 

Right next to the head table and Kennedy was right there And so we were 
just really excited about that We thought he made such a wonderful speech 
and he didn t have notes He just spoke off the cuff And we came home 
determined that we were really going to work hard for Kennedy 
Which campaign was this 9 

This was his first campaign in 1960 It was in 59 when he was running 
Oh OK 
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And I got a call from a friend of ours a judge [Raymond Choate] who had a 
friend who knew the owner of the parking lot on Hawthorne Boulevard and 
Sepulvada I think that s where It s where the Nordstrom s is now It was 
a department store May Company there 
But that was it Basically it was a big parking lot 

Yes They had a big parking lot and at the other end of the parking lot were 
bowling alleys or something but it wasn t part of the parking lot 
So you went to work on the Kennedy campaign you were saying 
Well I was already working on the Kennedy campaign and I had a friend 
Mana Jennings who was a Republican who lived m Manhattan Beach And 
Mana was crazy about Kennedy So I said Mana we need to get a bunch of 
people We can have Kennedy come to that parking lot If we can fill it 
wouldn t that be great 9 So she was very excited about that Her husband was 
an attorney So we got busy and started calling people and calling all the 
people we knew and getting the word out 

We had this picture taken It was in the Daily Breeze It showed Kennedy 
and the date November 2 nd at this here and I was halfway up the ladder 
Right This was up on a marquee right announcing that he was coming 
Yes Yes And Mana I went all the way to the top and then I couldn t 
come down Mana says I m not climbing up there 

And I said Well I 11 come down And somebody had to come and help 
me down So I went halfway up and Mana stood and I pointed to the sign and 
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Mana stood on the ground And we have this picture of the two of us pointing 
to the sign 

So you organized this event Was the area where you were organizing the 
event heavily Republican or Democratic 7 
No It was very Democratic 
It was 

The really Republican part was Palos Verdes area the hill The hill was 
We would win everything except the five thousand Republicans that lived on 
the hill and they always voted 

So you organized this event then and you got Kennedy to come and speak 7 
Yes I went to the Daily Bi eeze and talked to the publisher I had a friend that 
worked at the Daily Breeze Sam Stewart He wrote a column I said We re 
going to have Kennedy And I said Would your paper take a picture of the 
marquee 7 

So that s how you ended up 

And that s how we got the picture Then of course it was publicized m the 
Daily Breeze 

How many people showed up for this event 7 

Well the publisher of the Daily Breeze said How many people do you think 
are going to come to This is an awfully big parking lot I said 111 bet 
we 11 fill it He says I bet you don t I said OK We 11 see We had a 
platform with the speakers that were going to be there Dick Richards was the 
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senator and we had a lot of dignitaries I don t remember all of them now 
but 

YATES You have a photo over on the wall 

OWENS Yes Anyway when Kennedy was late It was a very hot day I had my 
aunt Mollie sitting down m the front row and everybody was perspiring We 
had a band and they d play and Dick Richards could speak forever and he d 
speak And two hours later Kennedy shows up in his motorcade So he spoke 
and then they left and people left And the publisher of the Daily Breeze said 
Well you know you had 35 000 people here 

YATES Wow 

OWENS I said I told you we would And he says Well you could have fooled me 
I said Well that s because you re such a Republican 

YATES Well I was asking you about just to back up a little bit about the Women s 
Forum 

OWENS Yes 

YATES You had originally mentioned Rosemary de Camp in connection to that Is 
that right 9 

OWENS Yes 

YATES Talk about getting involved in the Women s Forum 

OWENS Well Rosemary took me to one of their meetings and Carmen was a member 
and Liz Snyder and I don t remember who all There were about oh twenty 
five or so women They used to meet and their purpose was to support women 
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candidates So after Rosemary took me to two or three meetings they said 
Well Trudy might as well join She keeps coming to the meetings anyway 
So I said Fine I d be glad to join Whatever it cost wasn t much So I 
became a member and eventually I became president of the Democratic 
Women s Forum I have a bracelet that they gave me that says something like 
that 

Now what year were you president do you remember 9 

I was president of the Democratic Women s Forum m 1964 

Because I know Carmen Warschaw was president of that for a period Right 9 

Yes She was president before I was 

So the purpose was to support women candidates 9 

Women candidates 

How would you go about doing that 9 Would you identify people you would 
try to support for running or how did you 

No Well of course we supported Esther Murray We supported I think 
Liz ran for something And I don t know There were some women they had 
to be women that lived in California We had women I don t remember how 
many we supported 

Does that mean you would raise money for them 9 What would you do 9 
Yes we d raise money for the women Wed put on luncheons and we d talk 
about them at meetings 

You mean other like Democratic clubs or you would go out and put the word 
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out 9 

OWENS We d invite people We d announce that we were having We d write a 
thing in the newspaper that we were having a Women s Forum meeting We 
got quite a bit of publicity We d have the luncheons downtown usually at 
one of the hotels 

YATES How successful were you do you think in getting women candidates 9 
OWENS We were very successful We did well with the women 
YATES But they actually won their races 9 

OWENS I think so I m not sure But after a while we disbanded because women 
stopped coming and there weren t too many women running for office 
YATES When was this approximately 9 
OWENS Probably 1960 

YATES So there were fewer women running at that point 9 

OWENS Yes There were very few women were running As a matter of fact I don t 
know who besides Esther Murray ran for any office 
YATES Now what about the California Democratic Council 9 Did you get involved 
with it or its inception 9 

OWENS I only helped to organize the Peninsula Democratic Club and the Hollywood 
Riviera Democratic Club and I didn t approve of their reason for organizing 
YATES So those two clubs were actually part of the CDC then 9 
OWENS Yes 


YATES I didn t realize that 
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OWENS Yes 

YATES You didn t approve of it 9 

OWENS Well no because they didn t care who won just so they won who they 

supported and I couldn t see any sense to that And besides once I got into 
downtown working on campaigns downtown I didn t want to bother with 
local And to this day I don t go to the local Democratic Club meeting 
although I ve been to They had a meeting a few years ago when Cary Peck 
ran for Congress I guess Gregory Peck s son It was at somebody s home at 
the very top of a hill They were a doctor and his wife They had the most 
beautiful home You could see all the way around The view was the 
mountains and the ocean Long Beach It was a beautiful home 

YATES So that was recently 9 

OWENS Yes That was Not recently It was in the sixties 

YATES Yes that s right because toward the end of the sixties you basically no longer 
were as involved as you had been right 9 

OWENS Yes 

YATES Now as I remember when I was reading Carmen Warschaw s interview 1 it 

sounded like you maybe had gone to the organizing meeting of the CDC Does 
that sound right—at Asilomar 9 

1 Carmen Warschaw A Southern California Perspective on Democratic Party 

Politics an oral history conducted 1977 1978 by Malca Chall Regional Oral History 

Office The Bancroft Library University of California Berkeley 1983 
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OWENS No we didn t go there 

YATES To that one? 

OWENS But we went to a couple of their meetings and we only went We didn t 
approve of the CDC 

YATES Even early on at that point you didn t think it was a good thing for the 
Democratic Party? 

OWENS No no we didn t We never did We both heartily agreed that it wasn t As a 
matter of fact we went to one of their meetings because we wanted to see what 
they were talking about and we got up and walked out right in the middle of 
the president s speech We made a very big point of getting up and walking 
out noisily and we never went back 

YATES And this was early on? 

OWENS Yes 

YATES OK Not later in the CDC? 

OWENS No 

YATES Because I mean the CDC becomes more Things become more fractious 
right when you get into the late fifties early sixties? 

OWENS Yes Yes 

YATES But you re talking about when they initially organized? 

OWENS Yes Yes I think so 

YATES Because I do remember there was something—and now I can t remember the 
date—where Carmen Warschaw mentioned that you walked out on a meeting 
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but I thought it was later like maybe in the early sixties 
It might have been It probably was 

But I m trying to get at the early period So you did go to a few early meetings 
of the CDC? 

Well not I think we went to one of their conventions 
OK One of their state conventions'? 

Yes But we never really belonged to it 

Now you earlier mentioned Pat Brown s campaign for governor and this 

meeting 

Yes 

And so he does run for governor 
And he gets elected 

Right And that s when the Democratic Party is really hitting a peak at that 

point m terms of getting people into office 

Yes 

So what did you do on that campaign'? 

Well Jesse gave me the responsibility for the South Bay area and I m trying 
to remember if that was the time that we hired all these people And then on 
election night we had They got paid The workers got paid for their areas 
And you said you volunteered right 9 

Yes You know there was one time when Jesse said that everyone who 
worked on the election night would get ten dollars I remember that I had 
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organized different areas of There was this Harold Garvin from San Pedro 
area he didn t believe we were going to pay anybody I said Yes Harold 
but you took money to organize your area and you got paid didn t you 9 And 
he said Well yeah I said OK On election night everyone who goes out 
and gets out the vote is going to get ten dollars I said And we re going to 
I said I have people who are going to deliver it And I had some of the 
union bigwigs And Allan Jonas came out with a little folder thing and he and 
Ralph went in the bedroom and counted out the ten dollar bills We had to 
have a thousand ten dollar bills They counted them out and we had them 
Then we put them in packets of the number that we needed for each 
captain I had these union guys big shots and I had a judge I had Ray 
Choate take some to one group and I had a union guy take And Ralph 
said You and I are going to take the one to Harold Garvin and shove them m 
his face and say Here You didn t believe you were going to get this 
money 

And we gave them flashlights So they went out And we won the 
election 

YATES This is Pat Brown s first term in office as governor 9 

OWENS Yes I remember Pat on election night he went downtown to his headquarters 
and he stood up on a table or chair and he said This is the best time of my 
life He said I knew I could do it And we all said Yeah thanks to us 
Pat [Laughter] And he thanked us all He said I 11 probably never be as 
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popular again as I am tonight I remember he said that 
And he was right [Laughter] 

He was right 

Now let me shift here a little bit and talk about your role m the Central 
Committee the State Central Committee because now in I guess it s 
about 1964 right you become chair of the Women s Division is that right? 
Yes 

So talk about the Women s Division and the role of the Women s Division 
within the State Central Committee 

Well Carmen was really responsible for the activities of the Women s 
Division because 

Because she had been chair of the South I looked at her dates again She d 
been chair of the Women s Division South from 58 to 60 and then chair of 
the Women s Division 60 to 62 and then of the Women s Division South 
62 to 64 so right up until when you became chair 

Yes So anyway when I was chair of the Women s Division I was elected by 
the whole State Central Committee I remember Carmen ran for South I 
remember and she lost by two votes 

So then the next year I ran and one of the things I did as chair of the 
Women s Division was take a group of women to Washington [D C ] from all 
over California I invited them They had to pay their own expenses and we 
stayed at a hotel 
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There was a National Women s Division conference and we went to that 
It was a large group of women from all over the United States Then I put on a 
dinner I got somebody one of the business people to pay for the dinner for 
the California Democratic Delegation and we had them all there with their 
wives We had a wonderful dinner and it was a fun evening 

Then I took the women on a tour of the White House because I had been 
on a tour of the White House with Liz Carpenter Wed become good friends 
and she took me to parts of the White House that people don t usually see I 
remember taking the women on a tour of the White House and one of the 
women older woman had to go to the ladies room so badly so I said Well 
everybody just kind of hang around here and I 11 take her And I did and she 
was OK 

Then we went through all the rooms that you get to go through the Gold 
Room and the different I don t know where they had their dinners Every 
room in the White House has a name and I just don t remember what they 
were all called 

YATES But as chair of the Women s Division you took this group to 

OWENS Yes I took them Yes 

YATES Now the Women s Division Why was there a need to have a Women s 
Division? 

OWENS Well because the women never got any credit We raised the most money for 
the party We put on dinners and luncheons and we raised the most money 
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but the women never got credit for anything they did So we decided we were 
going to have a Women s Division and get ourselves known and that s what 
we did 

YATES Because I was reading in [Elizabeth Rudel] Libby Gatov s interview 1 that she 
didn t think there should be a Women s Division because she thought it would 
be better to get the women integrated into the party and this just separated 
them out What did you think 9 

OWENS This was always an argument We didn t get along with Libby I remember 
she sat next to me when I had that breakfast for Kennedy after he was 
president I don t remember we were never friendly The northerners were 
always We were always at odds with the northern Californians anyway 
YATES So you thought it was important to have a Women s Division to recognize the 
women participants m the party 
OWENS Yes Yes Yes 
YATES OK Hold on a second 
[End Tape 1 Side B] 

[Begin Tape 2 Side A] 

YATES Now right as we were taking a break you started talking about the division 

between the North and the South I mentioned Libby Gatov and the Women s 

1 Elizabeth Rudel Gatov Grassroots Party Organizer to Treasurer of the 
United States an oral history conducted 1975 1976 by Malca Chall Regional Oral 
History Office The Bancroft Library University of California Berkeley 1978 
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Division and you started to talk about that Expand on that and just what was 
going on within the party 

Well Carmen was running for Women s Division chairman and the 
northerners didn t want her to No She was running for Women s 
Division South and they talked Charlie What s his name 9 
Is this Charlie Warren 9 

Charlie Warren not to vote for her because then she d lose And so she lost by 
two votes Pat Brown was supposed to nominate her and he got up and he 
made a speech He says Well you know Carmen is really a wonderful 
person and she d make a very good Women s Division chairman But so 
would whoever she was running against So either one would be a good 
choice Now Pat had promised to support Carmen And all that she d done 
for him and he just wouldn t do it 

Now this was for Because I know there was the issue between Charlie 
Warren and her for the state chair of the Democratic State Central Committee 
So are you talking about that or at a different point 9 Because I know in 1966 
I thought Pat Brown was supposed to support her for state chairman 
Maybe that was it 
Was that what it was 9 
Yes 

Not the Women s Division but the OK 
That s right 



40 


YATES 

OWENS 


YATES 

OWENS 


YATES 

OWENS 


Do you remember more about that particular convention what was going on 9 
Yes Gene Wyman was jealous of Carmen is the only thing I could ever think 
was the reason that he was so anti Warschaw But he also did something to 
defeat her I think he was supposed to support her for something and he 
didn t And Carmen rented an airplane and had a banner that flew over where 
we were and it said Don t get mad Get even That was her motto 

And Gene and [Rosalind] Roz [Wyman] were playing tennis I think and 
they saw it fly over and said Well we know who sent that [Laughter] 

So why the feelings do you think back to this issue of the north versus the 
south part of the state in terms of who was going to support who and why 9 
Well because the south had so many more votes The population of the south 
was so much greater that the north always resented anything the south 
supported It was just a matter of no really good reason They were just 
They were just that way 
OK So they d rather 

There were a lot of people m the north who would double cross the south 
Don Bradley was one He ran some campaign I think he was running Pierre 
Salinger s campaign and I was working for the campaign And he was going 
Don Bradley would go out and he d come back with his pockets full of 
money and he never said where he got it We knew that he had sources that he 
was keeping secret so that nobody from the south would ever know where 
money came from 
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I was in charge of Pierre s campaign in the primary and he won And 
then either Bradley or Joe Cerrell talked Pierre into letting them run the 
general and he lost 

YATES Well talk about that campaign that 1964 campaign Because you had Alan 
Cranston supported by the CDC 

OWENS Yes 

YATES And then you had Pierre Salinger 

OWENS And we had Pierre Pierre was in Washington and somebody called him and 
said Why don t you go out to California and run for senator So Pierre 
thought it was a good idea because he was a Californian So he flew out to San 
Francisco and Don Bradley called Patty who was at San Francisco State 
[University] and he said Pierre s on his way out here Can you come to the 
hotel and handle the phones 7 

YATES This is your daughter you re talking about 7 

OWENS Yes yes Of course she was tickled to do that because she was in her senior 
year She was going to graduate in June and this was I guess April So she 
came rushing over to the hotel and she never left She stayed there for a 
month Her picture was in Time magazine I think sitting on the bed talking 
on the phone 

She got back to school They finally Pierre came down south and she 
went back to school But she d missed too much so she had to go to summer 
school in order to get enough of her credits to graduate from college 
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You said you ran his campaign up until the primary 
Yes And then Joe Cerrell And Aileen Eaton was very active in his 
campaign She stayed m his general election campaign but she said they 
wouldn t let her make any decisions that Cerrell and Bradley took it over 
And she was pretty mad So I said Well you know Aileen it served them 
right They lost anyway They shouldn t have 

Well I know that that particular race seemed to cause a pretty big schism 
amongst people right in terms of supporting Cranston or supporting Salinger 
And so what did you see going on after that campaign with the Democratic 
Party 9 Anything that struck you in terms of cohesiveness or problems being 
cohesive 9 Of course Salinger lost to [George] Murphy 
Yes Where was Stanley Mosk in all of this 9 

He was one of the names that came up as a possible candidate But then I 

believe Pat Brown appointed him to be judge and that was sort of the deal that 

maybe if he didn t run that he would give him 

Yes Yes If he didn t run he d appoint him a judge 

But Pat Brown supported Cranston is my understanding 

Yes That s right 

He was the CDC candidate 

Yes And we couldn t believe it because the CDC wasn t even you know 
involved in an original campaign for governor 

Well you start to equate Pat Brown with the CDC and Jesse Unruh with the 
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party right more 9 
Right Exactly 

That s an accurate perception 9 
Yes 

Why do you think that is 9 

Well because Jesse wanted to win elections and the CDC didn t care if they 
won or lost just so they were right—got what they wanted So that was really 
when Jesse really became a power in the party more than Pat Brown 
In 64 that [time] in there 
Yes 

Well how does this impact Governor Brown s race m 1966 9 
They asked me to run his campaign in the south and I said You know I 
don t even want to do it And I told Jesse I said I m not going to work for 
Pat And he said Good So we didn t care that he lost We really thought 
it Actually [Ronald W ] Reagan beat him 

So at that point then Pat Brown wasn t getting the kind of support from the 

Democratic 

No 

clubs etc the Central Committee that he might have Is that what you re 
saying 9 

Yes That s true Well he probably was supported by the clubs but the 
regular party Jesse s friends wouldn t support him We didn t do anything for 
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him Then when Let s see 

Then this event with Carmen Warschaw happens right about then 65 66 
Yes Right And then in 68 we were delegates to the [Democratic] National 
Convention in We were delegates in 64 in Atlantic City and that s when 
Jesse had lost all his weight We have pictures of him on the beach showing 
off his muscles And we enjoyed it That was fun because it was nice on the 
beach and the meetings were at night 

Carmen s dad was a delegate Carmen was a delegate and I was a 
delegate And some of our opponents said The Warschaw family is trying to 
run the whole party Of course Lawrence had been a delegate before 

But I said Well you know they probably give more money than anybody 

else 

So were those comments from the northerners or who 9 Just about the 
Warschaw The family the Harvey family 
Yes Well a lot of it was that I remember Paul Ziffren said The 
Warschaws since they own the party they ve got Carmen and Lawrence the 
old man and Trudy 

So I said What have I got to do with it 9 You re part of their family I 
said I m not part of their family There s another branch of the Harvey 
family that I belong to It isn t them 
But they lumped you in He lumped you in with them 
Yes 
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Well the 68 convention you just mentioned you worked on [Robert F ] 

Bobby Kennedy s campaign 9 

Yes And we were in the [Ambassador] hotel when he was shot Actually we 
had just walked out We d gone upstairs and congratulated Bobby and told 
Ethel [Kennedy] we will see her in Chicago And then Ralph said Let s go 
home We ve congratulated them and we ve been here all evening And I 
said OK 

And we were out in the parking lot waiting for oui car and all of a sudden 
on this loudspeaker we heard Steve Smith say May I have your attention 
please 9 Bobby s been shot And we were just absolutely stricken We 
couldn t believe it 

So Ralph says Well let s just go on home because at least you got to see 
him and congratulate him I said Yes but I said that s so terrible 

And then they took him out of the hotel in an ambulance and Pierre 
grabbed hold of a motorcycle and followed the ambulance to the hospital And 
by the time we got home they told us that he had died and I said You know 
I think I ve had it with politics I said First John now Bobby I said It s 
enough for me And I said I think I 11 go back and get myself a real job and 
just give up politics And that was in 68 
So that was a real turning point for you that event 9 
Yes So then I had just started working at Del Amo Fashion Center So I 
called him up and I said I d like to come back and work if it s OK And 
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they said Well sure Be glad to have you back And I stayed there for 
sixteen years 

YATES But you did continue You said you went to the conventions right as a 
delegate 9 

OWENS Yes Id been a delegate to 68 Willie [L ] Brown [Jr ] and I were on the 

Credentials Committee and we were there a week before the convention We 
were on TV all the time and it was so hot under those TV lights I remember 
waiting out in front of the hotel for a taxi at midnight and it was still hot A 
police car came by and said Why are you standing out here at midnight 9 I 
said I m waiting for a taxi Well he said you d better stay back and 
wait for one because this is no place for you to be at this time of night But a 
taxi came along and I went back to the hotel 

YATES Well that was Of course so much happened at that convention 

OWENS Yes yes 

YATES So how aware were you or where were you when for example the riots broke 
out 9 

OWENS Well we were escorted out of the hotel by police We d get on a bus and we d 
be escorted to the convention hall and we d see these people fighting with 
The police fighting with these young people It was scary and it was terrible 
They were beating them up and they were really rioting It was really temble 
I was glad when it was over and we could leave My daughter was in New 


York and I said to Carmen I m going to visit Patty And she said OK 
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111 take your stuff home I said I don t even want to see it I said This 
has just been a terrible experience And I went to see my daughter 

When I came home they had a chartered plane to go home and I came 
home on a regular flight And when I got home Carmen had brought all my 
stuff 

From the convention 9 

Yes from the convention She said that it was a shame to leave it and I said 
Well I m kind of glad you brought it because I think there s things here that 
it would have been a shame to throw away Some of the presentations were 
made so carefully and they weren t all just on plain paper some were bound 
And so when I got home I thought now what am I going to do with them 9 
And my friend who worked at the library at UCLA said If you want to 
donate them to the library they don t have any political stuff 
These are the documents that were part of the Credentials Committee—-I 
looked at them—that are housed at Special Collections 
Yes So she said They are at UCLA as the Trudy Owens Collection At 
least people will get to see what really went on 

So you mentioned that Willie Brown was the other person from California 
Yes And Willie said to me Well next time next convention we 11 both go 
again And I said Well maybe you but I don t know about me And he 
said Oh you should see the book You ve got to get the book Somebody 
published pictures and he said You ve got to get that book So I went to the 
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library and I looked at the book and there s a picture of Willie 

I called Willie and I said Well it s a nice picture of you but I don t 
know why I need the book 
YATES This was about the 68 convention 9 
OWENS Yes 

YATES Well why don t we wrap up with Because I think we ve hit a lot of the 
things we were planning on talking about But any thoughts or things you 
want to expand on either on individuals You touched a little bit on Jesse 
Unruh But are there other key players that you interacted with your 
observations 9 

OWENS Well I ve always been fond of Pierre And m I think it was 86 I went to 
Europe on Carmen s boat I met them m Athens and we went through the 
canal the Corinth Canal to the toe of Italy and up the coast We anchored at 
Beaulieu Sur Mer which is between Monaco and Nice and then I said to 
Carmen Well I m going home by way of Paris because I called my travel 
agent and she said there was a group of people a tour group in Pans and you 
could join them 

So I went to Paris and I didn t realize I had all my bags and I didn t 
realize that I could have taken a bus from Orly [Airport] to Or from 
Charles de Gaulle [Airport] to Orly because it was very close to my hotel I 
was on the Left Bank I went down to where the taxis were and I got a taxi It 
cost me seventy five dollars American money to get to my hotel and it 
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wasn t until later that I realized I could have just taken the shuttle to Orly and 
it would have been about maybe five dollars to my hotel 
So did you see Pierre Salinger on that trip 9 

Yes So while I was there I called Pierre and I told him where I was I m on 
the Left Bank and if you re available I d love to come and see you So he 
told me where he was where his office was and so I said OK I 11 be over 
So I took a taxi because I didn t want to get lost and of course when I 
got there he said You took the Metro didn t you 9 And I said No He 
said It s right outside your hotel You could have taken the Metro and gotten 
here m a few minutes I said Well Pierre I ve gotten lost m Pans every 
time I ve tried to go anywhere and so I don t nnnd taking a taxi It was really 
good to see him and his office He was on the phone which he always was 
anyway I sat and we visited and I said Can I take your picture 9 And he 
says Sure So I took his picture and then I said Can I get a picture with 
the two of us 9 And he says Sure And he called his secretary in and she 
took our picture And I said Well maybe I 11 see you one of these days 
And he said I hope so And he says he comes back to California although 
he is remarried And that was the last I ever saw of him When his mother 
died I sent him a letter and I called ABC because he was on their station 
television station 
As a commentator 9 

Yes I asked them where I could send a letter to Pierre and they gave me an 
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address in London So I sent him a letter to London told him because I knew 
his mother and she was a very nice lady I said I was sorry that he lost his 
mother and whatever I wrote Then I found out that he was in Washington 
So I called him in Washington and I said Boy I ve been trying to track you 
down And I said They told me you were m London And he says No 
I m with [Burson ]Marsteller whatever company is in Washington D C 
So I said Well maybe you 11 get my letter And I guess he did 
YATES So you felt that he You really supported him obviously then in his 
campaign in 64 

OWENS Yes Oh yes Yes I thought it was a shame he didn t win because George 
Murphy was I don t know another Ronald Reagan song and dance man 
YATES He didn t stay in office too long 
OWENS No 

YATES He was there I think two terms 
OWENS Yes 

YATES Well what we 11 do is we 11 transcribe the interview and you 11 see it and then 
if there s anything you want to add that we didn t cover you can do that at that 
point We 11 also check names and those kinds of things 
OWENS Fine 
YATES Thank you 


[End Tape 2 Side A] 



